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Synopsis

Originally compiled in 1549, this book of sanctioned homilies are useful not only as a window in the
heart of de facto anglican theology, but for dogmatic rebuff today. Complete with indices for both

theological themes and scriptural references. NASHOTAH HOUSE PRESS
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Customer Reviews

The First and Second Book of Homilies are combined in this Nashotah House reprint of the 1852
edition from the Prayer Book and Homily Society of England. Although the titles from the Second
Book of Homilies are listed in Article XXXV of the Thirty-Nine Articles, it is those found in the First
Book of Homilies that provide the essence of Anglican Protestant doctrine as understood in the 16th
century. The First Book has a stronger set of homilies. The Second Book is a mixed-bag. The one
against Idolatry is a diatribe against the Catholic Church and not particularly helpful in modern
times. The last homily against disobedience and rebellion is a late addition and reactionary to the
times. The one on the Holy Spirit would have been stronger if it also hadn’t taken so much time to
criticize the Catholic Church. Others, such as the one on Rogation, are dated though interesting.
Still every one of the homilies has at least some gold which can be mined for illumination.While the
homilies are no longer generally used within an Anglican worship service they do make informative
reading because they clarify and amplify Protestant Anglican doctrine as it was understood in the
16th and 17th centuries. They are the third part of the three legged stool that includes the Holy Bible
(1611) and the Book of Common Prayer (1662). As such they at least deserve to be read and

studied by Anglicans and other interested parties.
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